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<An Appeal from Korean Professors and Researchers to Intellectuals in Israel>

We are Korean intellectuals and members of the National Council of Professors
and Researchers for Democratic and Equal Society(Mingyohyeop), the Union of

Korean National University Professors(UKNUP), and Scholars' Commons.

We send this letter to express our profound sorrow and indignation in the face of
the unprecedented scale of civilian deaths and societal destruction caused by the
recent military actions of the Israeli government in Gaza and the West Bank. At
the same time, we earnestly appeal to our colleagues in Israel to raise their voices
and move your government to bring an end to this tragedy.



By July 2025, the cumulative death toll in Gaza had surpassed 60,000, most of
them civilians. Homes, fields, schools, and roads have been reduced to rubble.
Some 1.9 million people have been displaced, and 620,000 children have been
deprived of their right to education. In the West Bank, hundreds have lost their

lives, and tens of thousands more have once again been forced from their homes.

What grieves us most is that those whom international law is meant to protect --
children, medical personnel, and journalists -- have also been relentlessly
targeted. Over the past 18 months, the media has reported the deaths of 30
children each day. Hospitals have been destroyed, ambulances engulfed in flames,
and nearly 1,400 healthcare workers and close to 200 journalists have lost their

lives while fulfilling their humanitarian and professional duties under Israeli fire.

These actions are in clear violation of international law. Articles 27 and 32 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention prohibit the deliberate killing and inhumane treatment
of civilians. Article 51 of Additional Protocol I categorically bans attacks targeting
civilians. Article 12 requires the protection of medical personnel and facilities,
while Article 79 explicitly protects journalists as civilians in conflict zones. The
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998), in Article 8, defines
intentional attacks on civilians and protected persons as war crimes. The current
conduct of Israeli military operations thus constitutes war crimes, and arguably,

crimes against humanity.

There is growing concern -- and mounting evidence -- that this relentless
campaign is not merely retaliatory, but is aligned with the expansionist vision of
the far-right for a "Greater Israel." In 2023, Minister Bezalel Smotrich appeared in
Paris against the backdrop of a map that included Jordan within Israeli borders,
openly signaling such ambitions. Prime Minister Netanyahu has also voiced support

for this vision.

Under the pretext of defeating Hamas and rescuing hostages, the Israeli military
has launched the second phase of "Operation Chariots of Gideon," advancing into
the outskirts of Gaza City. In practice, this has resulted in the mass displacement
and bombardment of some 800,000 residents. Having already seized control of 75%
of Gaza, Israeli forces are now pushing civilians southward while providing only
minimal food aid. Hundreds of thousands have lost their homes and now live in
refugee tents and makeshift shelters, facing deep uncertainty, deprivation, and the
trauma of displacement -- especially for the elderly and children.

Despite efforts to justify this violence in the name of “national survival,” the Israeli



public is increasingly disillusioned. In a March 2025 survey, over half of
respondents called for Prime Minister Netanyahu's resignation, and most held the
leadership responsible for security failures. Of particular significance is the
growing voice of conscience within Israeli society itself. Recently, more than 1,200
scholars signed an open letter titled “We Can’t Say We Didn't Know”, demanding
an immediate end to the war. In the streets, hundreds of citizens, peace activists,
and military reservists have been calling for a ceasefire and the release of
hostages.

It is in these voices of conscience from within Israel that we find hope for
humanity. They remind us that, even in the midst of devastation, the light of
justice and peace has not been extinguished. Building on this hope, we, as Korean

intellectuals, solemnly set forth the following demands:

--- We earnestly ask you to raise your voices so that your government will cease
its attacks on civilians, including children, healthcare workers, and journalists.

--- We demand that those forces within Israel who have planned and driven this

war be held accountable before international law and the principles of justice.

--- We further urge you to ensure that any future government of Israel abides by
international law and is pressed to pursue a path of peaceful coexistence with the
Palestinian people.

We affirm that those who advocate for war in Israel can no longer claim
legitimacy in the eyes of the international community. Only a commitment to peace
and justice can lead humanity toward a viable future. It is therefore essential that
you move beyond appeals to “national security” and chart a new course -- one
rooted in our shared moral conscience and in a vision of a future where

Palestinians and Israelis live side by side in peace.

For intellectuals around the world -- including both you and us -- the time to say
“we did not know” has long since passed, and with it, the time to remain silent.
As intellectuals in Korea, we stand in solidarity with you, our colleagues in Israel,
fully committing ourselves to the urgent call for an immediate ceasefire, respect

for international law, and the pursuit of a just and lasting peace.

August 23, 2025

1. National Council of Professors and Researchers for Democratic and Equal

Society (Mingyohyeop)



Founded during Korea's democratization movement in 1987, this association
continues to defend democracy within the academic community and to work for
social justice today, with about 1,000 professors participating as members.

Website: https://professornet.cafe24.com/

2. Union of Korean National University Professors (UKNUP)
A labor union of faculty members at Korea's national and
public universities, dedicated to safeguarding the public nature
of education and research, protecting the rights of professors,
and contributing to democratic social progress. It currently
represents about 2,200 professors.

Website: https://www.uknup.org/

3. Scholars' Commons

A community of researchers committed to defending academic freedom and
practicing the social responsibility of intellectuals, with about 140 members
currently active.

Website: https://scholarscommons.or.kr
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